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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  following  Sketches  of  the 
nature  and  phoenomena  of  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe  were  chiefly  intend- 
ed to  fatisfy  the  enquires  of  fuch 
gentlemen  as  expreffed  an  inclina- 
tion to  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  fubjeft.  But  befides  the  obje£l 
of  gratifying  a  rational  curiofity, 
the  author  is  not  without  hopes, 
that  it  will  be  found  in  fome  degree 
ufeful,  in  enabling  perfons,  not  pro- 
feffionally  informed,  to  judge  of  the 
real  nature,  progrefs,  and  tendency 
of  venereal  infeftion.  For,  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  many  dangers  may 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

be  fhunned,  by  a  knowledge  of 
what  is  possible  in  the  difeafe, 
and  many  deceptions  removed  with 
regard  to  a  fuppofed  fecurity  where 
it  does  not  in  reality  exift.  A 
detail  of  fome  particular  fa£ts 
which  time  and  experiment  have 
put  in  our  poffeffion,  is  all  that 
is  here  attempted,  yet  fuch  are, 
perhaps,  of  more  real  importance, 
than  any  theories  of  the  difeafe  that 
the  moll  ingenious  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  build  upon  them. 

W.  H. 

Chancery-Lane , 
Augufi  7,  1792. 
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■  > 

Origin  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,, 

The  fudden  appearance  in  Europe  of  a 
difeafe  fo  extraordinary  and  formidable  as 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe, 
produced  an  infinite  variety,  and  an  almofl 
ludicrous  contrariety  of  opinions  as  to  it's 
nature  and  origin.  Till  it's  true  hiftory  be- 
came fomewhat  developed,  it  was  named,  as 
might  be  expected,  from  that  quarter  whence 
it  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  imported,  and 
hence  was  called  the  French  difeafe,  the 
Neapolitan  difeafe,  the  Spanifh .  pox,  Sec. 
but  a  more  minute  investigation,  fhewing 
the  injuftice  of  attributing  it's  production  to 
any  one  of  thefe  nations,  at  length  brought 
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2  ORIGIN  OF   THE 

into  ufe  the  more  general  name  of  Lues 
Venerea  *. 

*  At  a  very  early  period  in  England,  this  difeafe  was 
called  a  brenning,  or  burning.  Turner  quotes  a  re- 
ceipt, written  three  hundred  years  ago,  for  a  "  Brenning 
of  the  Pyntyl."  From  him  are  transcribed  the  following 
parts  of  an  ancient  record  of  the  Court  Leet  in  the  bo- 
rough of  Southwark,  when  public  (lews  or  brothel- 
houfes  were  permitted,  within  the  manor,  and  under 
the  jurifdielion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter.  Thelaft 
of  thefe  articles,  being  moft  to  our  purpofe,  mall  take 
the  lead  :- — 

Item — "  That  no  ftewholder  keep  any  woman  within 
his  houfe  that  hath  any  Jicknefs  of  brenning ,  but  that  (he 
be  put  out,  upon  pain  of  making  a  fyne  unto  the 
Lord  of  C  millings." 

Item — "  The  women  that  be  at  common  bordel  to  be 
feen  every  day  what  they  be  ;  and  a  woman  that  liveth  by 
her  body  to  come  and  goe  where  fhe  lift,  only,  according 
to  ancient  cuftom,  (he  (hall  pay  every  week  xiv  pence 
for  her  chamber." 

Item — "  If  any  woman  of  the  bordel  let  any  man  of 
his  way,  but  fit  ftill  at  the  door,  and  let  them  go  or  come, 
and  chofe  wider  they  wol ;  or  if  they  draw  any  man  by 
his  gown,  or  by  his  hood,  or  by  any  odir  thing,  fhe 
fhall  make  a  fine  unto  the  Lord  of  xx  (hillings." 

Item — "  That  if  any  woman  living  by  her  body  take 
any  moneys  to  lye  with  a  man,  and  fhall  not  lye  with  him 


VENEREAL  DISEASE.  3. 

As  to  it's  antiquity,  opinions  are  without 
number.  It  has  been  dated  by  fome  authors 
as  far  back  as  five  centuries  ;  others  have 
fuppofed  it  almoft  coeval  with  man ;  whilft 
a  much  greater  body  of  writers  have  main- 
tained an  opinion,  that  Chriftopher  Co- 
lumbus conferred  this  favour  on  his  country 
and  all  Europe,  as  one  of  the  happy  con- 
fequences  of  his  tranfatlantic  difcoveries, 
about  the  years  1493,  or  *494  *• 

It  is  neither  very  poflible,  nor  very  ma- 
terial to  mankind,  that  this  point  mould  be 
decided ;  yet  a  very  concife  outline  of  the 

till  the  morrow,  fhe  mail  make  a  fyne  of  vi  millings  and 
viii  pence." 

The  Angularity  of  thefe  latter  articles,  will,  no  doubt, 
induce  the  reader  to  excufe  their  being  added. 

*  "  Novum  morbi  genus  anno  falutis  nonagefimo  fexto 
fupra  mille  quadringentos  a  Chriftiana  falute,  non  folum 
Italiam,  fed  fere  totam  Europam,  irrepfit.  Hoc  ab  Hif- 
pania  incipiens,  per  Italiam  ipfam  primum,  tumGalliam, 
caeterafque  Europse  provincias  late  diffufum,  mortales 
quamplurimos occupavit."     Benivenius,  cap.  1. 


0, 
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various  conje&ures,  relative  to  the  pheno- 
mena of  the  difeafe  and  it's  fuppofed  caufes, 
fet  forth  in  the  numerous  treatifes  which  ap- 
peared at  that  early  period,  may  prove  nei- 
ther ufelefs  nor  unamufing. 

In  attempting  to  account  for  the  appear- 
ance of  fo  flrange  and  untoward  a  vifitor, 
it  is  not  furprinng,  that  fuperftition  mould 
take  the  lead.  Thus,  by  priefts,  it  was  faid 
to  be  a  peculiar  mark  of  God's  difpleafure  ; 
by  aftrologers,  to  have  arifen  from  a  crimi- 
nal converfation  between  Mars  and  Venus  ; 
and  by  phyficians,  to  have  been  owing  to  a 
peculiar  indifpofition  of  the  air. 

When  it's  communication,  however,  by  an 
irregular  commerce  between  the  fexes  be- 
came more  accurately  noticed,  and  that  it 
exifled,  almoflexclufively,  amongft  the  moft 
profligate  of  both,  whilfl  difcreet  and  con- 
tinent perfons  remained  free  from  it,  thefe 
opinions  gave  way  to  an  idea2  not  lefs  un~ 
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founded,  though  fomewhat  more  credible, 
that  it  arofe  from  an  unbounded  indulgence 
in  venereal  pleafures,  which,  with  the  help 
of  local  uncleanlinefs  in  the  parties,  as  it 
were  engendered  the  difeafe  *.  But  attentive 
obfervation,  and  the  gradual  knowledge  of 
facts,  at  length  convinced  medical  enqui- 
rers, that  it's  nature  was  purely  infec- 
tious, and  that  the  communication  of  it  de- 
pended upon  acl:ual  contact. 

Such  then  it  is  known  to  be  in  the  prefent 
day,  and  confldering  the  variety  and  peculi- 
arity of  its  phcenomena,  of  which  we  (hall 
have  occalion  to  fpeak  hereafter,  it  is  hardly 

*  Some  of  the  arguments,  however,  with  which  this 
doctrine  was  combated,  are  not  a  little  laughable  ;  and 
fuch,  perhaps,  will  be  deemed  the  grave,  and,  as  he 
thought,  mod  incontrovertible  evidence  brought  by  Vic- 
torius,  an  Italian  -writer  de  Morbo  Gallico,  in  the 
year  1551.  He  fays  he  is  "  firmly  perfuaded,  that  infec- 
tion is  not  abfolutely  neceffary  for  producing  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  but  that  the  Jiate  of  the  air,  together  with  that 
of  the  putrid  humours,  is  fufficient."  He  then  proves  this 
by  averting,  that  he  knew  "fome  honejl  and  religions 
Nuns,  who  were  confined  in  the  ftri&eft  manner,  unfor- 


IN  SOME   CASES 


wonderful  that  the  knowledge  we  have 
acquired  of  it,  imperfect  as  that  knowledge 
is,  fhould  neverthelefs  have  been  the  work 
of  many  ages. 


Whether  the  Venereal  Difeafe  be  not  in  fome 
injiances  incurable  ? 

Formidable  as  we  may  confider  the  Vene- 
real Difeafe,  there  are  few,  if  any,  inftances 
of  it's  being  incurable.  If  the  patient  has  bo- 
dily ftrength,  and  a  conftitution  not  averfe  to 
the  cuftomary  aclion  of^nercury  ;  if  the  dif- 
eafe appear  in  a  pure  ftate,  and  uncombin- 
ed  with  any  pre-exifting  affection  of  the 
habit ;  and  efpecially  if  an  early  attention 
be  paid  to  the  fymptoms  that  occur; 
there  is  fcarcely  one  in  the  catalogue  of  hu- 
man difeafes,  on  the  poflibility  of  curing 

tunately  contract  the  Venereal  Difeafe  from  a  peculiar 
ftate  of  the  air,  together  with  that  of  the  putrid  humours, 
and  the  weaknefs  of  their  habit  of  body." 


SUPPOSED  INCURABLE.  J 

which  we  can  more  pofitively  decide.  All 
the  cafes  faid  to  have  been  venereal,  and 
which  have  terminated  fatally  in  certain  in- 
fiances,  have,  in  reality,  been  of  a  nature 
totally  different  from  a  true  Lues,  although 
they  may  have  originated  in  it.  In  thofe 
troublefome,  tedious,  unmanageable,  and 
diftrefling  cafes,  which  equally  exhaufl  the 
patient  and  the  furgeon,  and  of  which  every 
practitioner  of  note  muft  have  had  his  fhare, 
this  facl  certainly  obtains.  In  fuch,  the  firft 
courfe  of  mercury  commonly  fails  ;  afecond 
and  a  third  have  no  better  fuccefs  ;  yet  if 
the  patient  has  fortitude,  and  repeats  the 
trial,  allowing  proper  intervals  and  employ- 
ing proper  remedies  to  fupport  his  ftrength. 
he,  as  it  were,  ftumbles  upon  a  cure ;  but 
without  the  poffibility  of  accounting  for  his 
cafe  upon  any  known  principle,  or  of  redu- 
cing the  train  of  adverfe  fymptoms  that  have 
impeded  it,  to  any  exifting  rule  in  the  me- 
dical art.  Thefe  mixed  fort  of  cafes  have 
certainly  now  and  then  proved  fatal,  as  well 
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well  as  fome  cafes  of  the  true  Lues,  where 
its  progrefs  has  been  uninterrupted  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and  the  conftitution 
reduced  to  fo  low  an  ebb  that  mercury  could 
not  be  exhibited  with  any  effect.  Such  re- 
ferable inftances,  we  ocean  onally  fee  in 
workhoufes  and  other  receptacles  of  unhap- 
py and  neglected  paupers ;  but  in  fituations 
where  the  means  of  early  relief  are  more  at- 
tainable, we  may  almofl  aflert  that  they 
never  occur. 


With  what  difeafes  the  Lues  Venerea  is 
capable  of  being  combined. 

As  in  the  cafes  already  alluded  to  there 
are  appearances  in  no  refpecl:  fimilar  to  any 
particular  defcription  of  difeafe,  it  is  a  matter 
of  no  little  difficulty  even  to  conjecture  what 
are  the  fpecific  difeafes  with  which  the  Ve- 
nereal Lues  is  capable  of  entering  into  com- 
bination.    It  has  been  conceived,  that  at 
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leaft  two  difeafes  admit  of  this,  to  wit,  the 
fcurvy  and  the  fcrofula.  The  former  proba- 
bly has  been  adduced,  from  the  refemblance 
which  mixed  venereal  ulcers  commonly 
bear  to  what  is  denominated  the  fcorbu- 
tic  ulcer,  and  likewife  from  certain  appear- 
ances on  the  fkin,  where  fcorbutic  eruptions 
are  fuppofed  to  be  thrown  out  and  to  undergo 
an  admixture  with  thofe  of  a  venereal  na- 
ture. 

With  the  fcrofula,  however,  we  may  fair- 
ly fuppofe  this  union  to  happen.     There 
are   few  people   in  northern  fituations    in 
whom  the  difpofition  to  fcrofula  does  not 
exift.    Though  that  difeafe  is  not  hereditary, 
the  peculiar  ftrufture  of  body  which  is  fa- 
vourable to  it's  production  on  theacceffionof 
an  occafional  caufe,  certainly  is.  Perfons  thus 
circumftanced,  acquiring  the  venereal  infec- 
tion, are  therefore  liable  to  effefts  which  can- 
not refult  from  the  difeafe  in  other  habits 
where  there  exifls  no  fcrofulous  tendency. 

c 
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Mercury,  the  only  remedy  in  venereal  cafes, 
is,  unfortunately,  a  medicine  to  be  interdicled 
in  the  fcrofula,  and  where  it  is  obliged  to  be 
adminiftered  Copioufly  for  the  cure  of  one 
difeafe,  it  has  a  proportional  effecl:  either  in 
producing  the  other,  or  in  aggravating  it  if 
already  exifting.     Hence  thofe  dreadful  and 
protracted  difeafes  already  fpoken  of,  which, 
beginning  in  a  venereal  infection,  are  thought 
fuch,  though  erroneoufly,  to  their  termina- 
tion ;  and  hence  the  unmerited  reputation 
acquired  by  fome  empirical  remedies  in  their 
cure*.     With  thefe  it  may  alfo  be  neceflary 
to  mention,  certain  fuppofed  combinations  of 
the  venereal  with  rheumatic,  paralytic,  and 
tabid  affeclions ;  in  common  language,  vene- 
real rheumatifms,  venereal  palfies,  confump- 
tions,  epilepfies,    Sec.  the  exiflence  of  all 
which,  I  think,  mould  rather  be  attributed 


*  I  will  take  upon  me  to  fay  that  no  remedy  in  which 
mercury  does  not  enter  as  a  component  part  ever  effected 
the  cure  of  a  true  venereal  lues. 
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to  the  action  of  mercury  on  habits  predif- 
pofed  to  thefe  difeafes. 

With  regard  to  venereal  rheumatifms  in- 
deed the  fact,  is  certainly  not  admiffible, 
fmce  the  great  irritability  brought  on  by  the 
copious  ufe  of  mercury  difpofes  the  body  to 
that  difeafe  from  the  caufes  which  give  rife 
to  it  in  common  inflances.  Confumptions 
too  arife  from  fcrofulous  indurations  of  the 
mefenteric  glands,  brought  on  by  mercury. 
Paralytic  affections  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  extreme  debility  that  remedy  occalions 
in  the  fyftem,  and  by  it's  pernicious  action 
upon  the  nerves  *. 

In    oppofition   to   this,   however,    I  am 

*  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  thefe  effects  fometimes 
arife  from  lead,  with  which  mercury  is  but  too  commonly 
adulterated.  Though  the  proportion  of  this  pernicious 
metal  may  be  comparatively  fmall,  it  is  the  more  cer- 
tainly abforbed  from  it's  union  with  the  mercury,  and  the 
diligence  employed  to  make  it  enter  the  fkin?  Crude 
mercury  mould  never  be  exhibited  in  any  manner  with- 
out previous  purification. 


lJ 
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bound  to  mention  an  inftance,  in  which  a 
gentleman,  in  a  mofl  hopelefs  ftate  of  para- 
lytic affection  fome  years  ago,  was  perfectly 
cured  by  rubbing  in  about  twenty  ounces 
of  mercurial  ointment.      But  it  is  poflible 
that  this  difeafe  might  arife  from  preffure 
made  on  the  brain  by  fome  venereal  node 
or  exoftofis  (hooting  from  the  inner  table  of 
the  fkull,  which  may  in  like  manner  account 
for  the  epilepfies  with  which  venereal  pati- 
ents have  fometimes  been  attacked.     The 
action  of  mercury  in  thefe  cafes  would  prove 
falutary,  by  it's  immediate  effect  of  checking 
the  growth,   and   in  the   end,   of  entirely 
removing  thofe  exuberant  parts  which  occa- 
fioned   the   preffure  *,    and  thus  the  cure 


*  A  little  time  ago  I  attended  the  brother  of  a  noble- 
man who  had  an  epileptic  attack  in  confequence,  it  is 
probable,  of  an  incipient  corona  veneris  ;  there  was  an 
external  affe&ion  of  the  bone,  and  as,  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
fkull  is  fometimes  penetrated  through  it's  whole  fub- 
flance  by  the  difeafe,  the  fit  was  fairly  referable  to  that 
caufe.  He  had  fome  fubfequent  attacks,  but  is  now  in 
perfect  health. 
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would  certainly  be  due  to  the  remedy  em- 
ployed. But  it  mull  be  allowed,  that  a  palfy 
may  be  produced  by  more  caufes  than  one ; 
and  that  the  inftance  above  cited,  does  not 
at  all  weaken  the  obfervation  as  far  as  it 
applies  to  the  general  facl. 


Is  the  employment  of  mercury  necejfary  in 
alljlages  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  in 
what  quantity  ? 

Mercury  is  undoubtedly  neceflary  in  all 
inftances  of  the  infection,  except  the  gonorr- 
hoea, which  is  local,  and  therefore  requi- 
ring only  local  applications.  In  a  clap,  how- 
ever, it  is  pofjible  that  fome  virus  may  enter 
the  fyftem,  and  fuch  is  fometimes  the  cafe 
when  it  has  continued  long  or  been  injudi- 
cioufly  treated.  But  in  all  inftances  where 
an  ulcerated  furface  has  been  formed  by  the 
a£tion  of  venereal  virus,  or  where  there  are 
other  unequivocal  figns  of  it's  abforption 
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into  the  circulation,  the  ufe  of  mercury  is 
clearly  indicated,  notwithflanding  the  proofs 
which  now  and  then  occur,  that  a  venereal 
{hanker  may  exift  and  even  occafion  a  bubo 
without  any  contamination  of  the  mafs  of 
blood. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  mercury 
neceflary  and  only  necejfary  to  be  employ- 
ed, it  muft  be  owned,  furgeons  are  very 
much  at  a  lofs,  and  in  their  determination 
can  only  be  actuated  by  their  experience 
in  correfponding  cafes,  where  a  certain  quan- 
tity, exhibited  during  the  difeafe,  and  for  a 
certain  length  of  time  afterwards,  effected  a 
permanent  cure.  A  criterion  by  which  to 
decide  when  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury 
has  been  adminiftered  is  the  greateft  of  all 
deuderata.  In  order  to  be  certain  that  we 
have  gained  a  certain  point,  we  are  compelled 
to  go  at  all  times  beyond  it,  and  in  many  in- 
ftances,  to  urge  it's  utmoft.  powers  in  cafes 
where  perhaps  no  real  neceflity  has  exifted. 
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It  is  not  therefore  furprifing  that  fuch  havock 
mould  be  made  with  the  human  constitution, 
by  the  ufe  of  a  medicine  of  fuch  extraordi- 
nary power,  when  adminiflered,  as  we  too 
often  fee  it,  by  very  unfkilful  hands*. 


Whether  the  Venereal  Difeafe  has  abated  of 
it's  violence  Jince  it's  firft  introduction 
into  Europe  ? 

It  is  an  opinion  which  has  had  the  fupport 
of  fome  able  advocates,  that  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  is  an  exotic,  brought  into  a  fituation 
not  favourable  to  it's  growth  and  propaga- 


#  There  is  great  reafon  to  fufpett  that  many  of  the 
very  dreadful,  and  to  us,  unufual  fymptoms,  afcribed  by 
the  ancients  to  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  really  proceeded 
from  an  abufe  of  mercury.  The  "Alopecia,  decidentia 
"  barbae  ac  fuperciliarum,  occulorum  prolapfus,  ungui- 
"  um  atque  dent  turn  quoque  excidentia,"  fo  commonly 
happenitig  in  their  time,  are  circumftances  fcarcely  refer- 
able to  any  cafe  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  as  it  exifls  at 
prefent,  and  feem  more  likely  to  have  arifen  from  faliva^ 
tions  violently  excited  and  long  continued. 
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tion,  and  that  it  will,  in  a  courfe  of  years, 
wear  out  and  be  entirely  exterminated.  As 
the  period  of  it's  eommencement  can  hardly 
be  more  remote  than  other  events  which  are 
the  fubjeft  of  tradition  and  hiftory,  it  is  at 
leafl  equally  as  likely  to  come  to  an  end  as 
other  conftituted  things  in  the  natural  world, 
which  are  undergoing  a  continual,  but  im- 
perceptible change.  We  are  certain  that 
new  difeafes  are  produced,  and  what  would 
become  of  mankind  if  their  abatement  or 
ceffation  were  not  in  fome  meafure  to  keep 
pace  with  their  acceflion  ?  How  would  man 
endure  the  accumulation,  bending  onward, 
as  he  is,  to  his  fate,  and  becoming  from  day 
to  day  more  enfeebled  and  degenerate  ? 

That  the  Venereal  Difeafe  would  one  day 
ceafe  to  fcourge  mankind,  was  a  favourite 
topic  with  fome  writers  early  in  the  16th 
century.  Peter  Maynard  in  particular, 
who  wrote  in  1518*,  pofitively  declares, 
*  Trafit.  de  Morbo  Gallico,  cap.  3. 
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(though  only  on  the  evidence  of  certain 
ajlrological  calculations,  which  it  feems  led 
him  into  this  very  notable  prophecy)  that  the 
difeafe  would  laft  no  longer  than  the  year 
1584.  But  within  a  period  of  190  years  after 
him,  nearly  a  fcore  of  writers  gave  to  the 
world  their  decided  opinions  in  favour  of 
this  hitherto  unaccomplifhed  extinction  of 
the  venereal  poifon  ;  and  among{l  others, 
was  that  mod  refpeclable  phyfician  of  our 
own  country,  Sydenham. 

We  may  alfo  trace  Astruc's  opinion  of 
this  matter  in  the  following  paflage  from 
book  ii,  chap.  1,  of  his  treatife : — "  Some- 
thing like  this  might  perhaps  have  been  obfer- 
ved  at  the  firfi  eruption  of  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe, when  the  malignancy  of  it  was  fo 
very  violent'' 

Turner  likewife  fays — "  Thus  much  of 
the  original  of  this  diftemper,  which,  whence 
foever  at  firft  derived,  is  agreed  on  all  (ides 
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to  have  abated  very  much  of  it's  former  cruel 
fiercenefs,  even  after  the  fir ft /even  years  of 
it's  refidence  in  a  different  clime ;  infomuch, 
as  we  have  been  told,  that  our  pox  is  but  a 
flea-bite  to  that  of  their's  whom  it  Jtrjl  vijit- 
ed ;  which  then  made  more  havcck  and 
devastation  in  a  few  days  than  it  does  now 
in  many  years." 

Yet  admitting  the  pofiibility  of  this,  and 
that,  in  European  climates,  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe  exhaufts  itfelf,  and  becomes  enfeebled 
like  other  exotics,  {fill  it  is  to  be  fufpecled, 
that  we  are  expofed  to  a  conftant  renewal  of 
it  in  all  it's  native  inveteracy,  by  our  commu- 
nication with  that  country  to  which  we  are 
indebted  for  it's  introduction.  What  effects 
indeed  may  in  a  courfe  of  time  be  wrought 
on  the  powers  of  the  difeafe  by  the  reiterat- 
ed impreffions  of  mercury  on  the  virus  which 
perpetuates  it,  is  not  eafy  to  fay.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  art  to  obftrucl:  what  appears  to 
be  the  eftablifhecj  courfe  of  Nature  in  many 
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known  inftances,  and  to  turn  her  afide  from 
her  own  manifefl  intentions  ;  and  poflibly 
the  art  of  medicine  may  have  this  happy 
though  imperceptible  tendency,  fo  as  to 
avert  the  courfe  of  a  fevere  difeafe,  and  at 
length  relieve  man,  in  fome  ftage,  more  or 
lefs  remote,  of  his  pofterity,  from  it's  de- 
ftruclive  ravages. 

Nearly  connected  with  this  fubjecl  is  an 
opinion,  which  we  often  hear  of,  that  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  as  it  exifts  at  prefent,  is 
not  found  to  be  equally  violent  in  all  the 
countries  of  Europe.  A  Neapolitan  pox, 
for  inltance,  is  faid  to  be  incurable.  But 
there  can  be  little  ground  for  this  fuppofi- 
tion,  which  may  poflibly  have  arifen  from 
the  more  general  prevalence  of  the  difeafe 
in  that  country,  in  confequence  of  the  coun- 
tenance given,  if  writers  of  travels  into  Italy 
are  to  be  credited,  to  intrigue  and  debauch- 
ery. The  greater  the  number  of  perfons 
infefted   with    the   Venereal  Difeafe,    the 
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greater  of  courfe  rnuft  be  the  proportion  of 
obftinate  and  inveterate  cafes  that  occur; 
and  thefe  being  obferved  by  travellers,  may 
have  led  them  to  fuppofe  the  difeafe  more 
terrible  in  it's  effects  in  that  country  than  in 
any  other.  But  in  facl,  there  feem  to  be 
reafons  why  the  very  reverfe  of  this  mould 
be  the  cafe.  For  thefcrofula  being  a  difeafe 
which  mod  commonly  interferes  with  the 
cure  of  the  lues  venerea  in  other  fituations, 
is  in  facl;  lefs  likely  to  obftrucl:  it  in  fo  warm 
a  climate. 


Whether  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  are  not  dif- 
tincl  difeafes  ? 

It  has  been  afferted,  and  maintained  by 
many  ingenious  arguments,  that  gonorrhoea 
and  lues  venerea  do  not  take  their  rife  from 
the  fame,  but  from  different  kinds  of  virus ; 
and  that  the  matter  produced  by  one  difeafe, 
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is  incapable,  if  feparately  applied,  of  pro- 
ducing the  other. 

The  lateft  advocate  for  this  doftrine  is  an 
ingenious  medical  profeffor  in  Edinburgh  *, 
and  his  arguments  are  principally  thefe : 

lft,  It  appears,  by  attending  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  on  it's  firft  introduc- 
tion into  Europe,  that  the  gonorrhoea  was 
known  many  years  before  the  lues  venerea  ; 
whilft,  in  China,  the  lues  venerea  preceded 
the  gonorrhoea  by  a  very  long  period.  In 
the  ifland  of  Otaheite  the  fame  thing  obtains, 
for  there  the  gonorrhoea  is  unknown,  though 
the  lues  venerea  is  exceedingly  common 
among  the  inhabitants  +. 

*  Dr.  Duncan. 

t  This  is  the  language  held  by  the  Doftor  in  his  Me- 
dical Cafes;  but  I  apprehend  it  is  not  quite  correct  in 
point  of  facl:,  as  I  am  informed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Da- 
vid Samwell,  who  was  furgeon  of  Captain  Cook's 
fhip  the  Discovery,  that  the  natives  of  all  the  newly 
difcoverediflands  that  he  vifited  in  the  South  Seas  had 
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2dly,  The  progrefs  and  natural  termina- 
tion of  the  two  difeafes  are  exceedingly 
different;  the  lues  venerea  going  on,  if  unre- 
flrained  by  mercury,  to  a  termination  cer- 
tainly fatal,  whilft  the  other,  after  exifting 
for  a  length  of  time,  admits  of  a  fpontane- 
ous  abatement  of  the  fymptoms,  and  at  laft 
ceafes  entirely. 

3rdly,  The  treatment  required  for  the 
cure  of  each  is  eflentially  different ;  which 

the  difeafe  in  every  form,  and  in  fact,  had  it  before  the 
voyages  of  Capt.  Cook  were  even  attempted. — I  am  glad 
indeed  of  this  opportunity  of  gratifying  the  zeal  of  my 
ingenious  friend,  in  a  matter  which  fo  nearly  affects  the 
credit  of  Britilh  navigators  ;  and  I  cannot  more  effec- 
tually do  it  than  by  tranfcribing  a  fupplemental  note  in 
his  own  hand-writing,  affixed  to  his  printed  narrative  of 
Capt.  Cook's  death.  It  runs  thus — "  Since  the  publi- 
"  cation  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  feveral  Englifh  navi- 
*'  gators  have  vifited  the  Sandwich  Iflands  and  received 
"  from  the  natives  a  full  and  clear  confirmation  of  the 
"  truth  of  my  opinion,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  was 
"  known  among  them  before  they  were  dif cove  red  by 
"  Captain  Cook.  Thus  far  is  proved  beyond  a 
"  doubt.  I  alfo  think j  that  future  enquiries  will  prove 
"  the  fame  malady  to  have  exifled  in  all  the  South  Sea 
"  iflands,  before  they  were  difcovered  by  Europeans." 
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it  would  not  be  if  both  were  the  effects  of 
the  fame  poifon.  We  mould  by  no  means 
employ  mercurial  frictions,  for  inftance,  in 
curing  a  gonorrhoea ;  nor  fhould  we  prefcribe 
remedies  adapted  for  the  removal  of  the 
latter,  in  a  confirmed  lues. 

To  ftrengthen  the  former  of  thefe  argu- 
ments the  authority  of  Sydenham  might  alfo 
be  adduced.  He  aflerts  that  the  lues  vene- 
rea had  exiited  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole 
century  before  the  gonorrhoea,  the  fymp- 
toms  of  which  he  particularly  defcribes.  If 
thefe  facts  be  really  as  they  are  reprefented, 
they  fpeak  forcibly  in  behalf  of  the  opinion 
that  gonorrhoea  and  lues  are  diilinct  difeafes. 

But  other  writers,  particularly  Mr.  Hun- 
ter, have  maintained  a  contrary  doctrine, 
and  as  thefe  have  had  recourfe  to  actual  ex- 
periment to  prove  their  opinions,  they  de- 
mand no  fmall  (hare  of  our  confidence  on 
that  account.     By  thefe,  it  appears  that  the 
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matter  of  a  gonorrhoea  has  produced  lues, 
and  that  the  virus  taken  from  perfons  affect- 
ed with  lues  has  produced  gonorrhoea. 
Nothing,  one  would  fuppofe,  could  be  more 
decifive  than  this ;  and  yet,  as  any  flimu- 
lating  matter  introduced  into  the  urethra 
will  produce  a  difcharge  and  many  of  the 
fymptoms  which  characlerife  gonorrhoea,  we 
may  I  think  be  allowed  to  queflion  the  cor- 
redtnefs  of  this  dectfion,  at  lead,  in  fome  of 
it's  parts  *. 


Whether  the  difeafe  can  be  communicated 
otherwife  than  by  the  commerce  of  the 
/exes. 

Many  perfons  fuppofe  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe to  be  communicable  by  other  means 
than  actual  coition,  and  in  this  they  are  not 

*  I  have  engaged  in  fome  experiments  on  venereal 
matter  by  chemical  analyfis,  and  hope,  on  fome  future 
day,  to  make  this  fubjeft  more  clear. 
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miftaken.  An  abfolute  connexion  between 
the  fexes  is  not  neceffary  to  the  production 
either  of  the  gonorrhoea  or  lues,  but  only 
the  fimple  application  of  venereal  virus  to 
certain  parts  of  the  body  not  capable  of 
refilling  it's  aftion. 

The  application  of  the  fmalleft  portion, 
no  matter  by  what  means  *,  to  the  urethra, 
will  produce  a  clap,  as  will  be  noticed  here- 
after; and  in  like  manner,  a  (hanker  may 
be  formed  by  touching  any  part  of  the  body, 
that  is  not  defended  by  the  cuticle  or  outer 
fkin,  with  venereal  virus.  Thus  the  matter 
from  a  venereal  ulcer  in  the  mouth  may 
communicate  the  difeafe  by  kiffing,;  for  the 
lips  not  being  defended  like  the  more  ex- 
pofed  parts  of  the  body,  are  capable,  their 
inner  furface  efpecially,  of  being  acled  upon 

*  The  difeafe  has  been  caught  by  matter  received  from 
the  edge  of  a  chamber-pot ;  and  Mr.  Hunter  relates  a 
decifive  cafe,  where  a  clap  was  the  confequence  of  going 
to  a  neceffary  after  an  infected  perfon. 
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by  any  particle  of  virus  that  may  adhere  to 
them  *.  Even  the  common  {kin  is  fome- 
times  eroded  by  it,  as  we  very  frequently 
have  occafion  to  fee  on  the  body  of  the  penis, 
where  very  inveterate  fhankers  make  their 
appearance.  Any  part  of  the  body  indeed 
may  have  fuffered  a  flight  lofs  of  the  cuticle, 
and  in  that  ftate  it  is  expofed  to  all  the  mif- 
chiefs  of  venereal  contamination,  as  are  the 
fingers  of  furgeons  if  any  flight  fcratch  or 
wound  has  been  accidentally  inflicted  on 
them.  For  in  thefe  cafes,  the  fame  procefs 
takes  place  as  is  known  to  fucceed  the  ino- 
culation of  the  matter  of  the  fmall-pox  in 
the  arm  of  an  infant :  the  virus  remains  for 
fome  days,  a£Hng  infenfibly  on  the  part, 
till  at  length  it  is  abforbed  into  the  circula- 
tion and  produces  the  difeafe.  When  a 
finger  thus  receives  the  infection,  a  bubo  in 
the  armpit  is  commonly  the  confequence. 

*  Children  have  caught  the  difeafe  by  fucking  nurfes 
whofe  ripples  were  in  a  ftate  of  venereal  ulceration  ;'  and 
nurfes  are  liable  to  the  fame  accident  from  the  mouths  of 
infecled  infants. 
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That  Gonorrhoea  may  take  place  in  other 
parts  of  the  body  bejides  the  urethra. 

A  venereal  gonorrhoea  may  certainly  be 
excited  by  an  application  of  the  virus  to  any 
part  of  the  body  whofe  covering  is  of  a 
ftruclure  fimilar  to  the  urethra.  Even 
parts  whofe  furfaces  are  not  ftriclly  fecre- 
ting  furfaces  are  capable  of  this,  as  the  glans 
penis  and  inner  prepuce  which  are  now  and 
then  affected  with  gonorrhoea.  When 
this  happens,  it  mufl  arife  from  the  gonorr- 
hoeal  virus  having  failed  to  attach  itfelf 
to  the  mouth  of  the  urethra ;  and  here 
we  may  obferve,  that  if  gonorrhceal  and 
pocky  matter  were  the  fame,  (hankers  would 
be  produced,  and  not  a  gonorrhoea,  by  it's 
application  to  the  glans  penis. 

If  venereal  matter  be  accidentally  applied 
to  the  eyes,  as  by  wiping  them  with  a  foul 
handkerchief,  a  gonorrhoea  will  take  place 
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in  them,  and  a  difcharge  of  an  infeclious 
quality  fimilar  to  that  of  a  clap  from  the 
urethra.  What  other  mucous  coverings  of 
the  body  may  be  affected  in  this  way  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  afcertained ;  but  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  if  venereal  virus  were 
applied  to  any  of  them,  in  actuation  where 
it  might  remain  undifturbed  for  a  fufhcient 
length  of  time,  that  a  gonorrhoea  would  be 
produced  *. 

*  The  following  cafes  however  fhew,  that  venereal 
matter  may  be  brought  into  contact  with  mucous  cover- 
ings of  the  body  without  this  confequence. 

"  A  gentleman  had  a  moft  violent  gonorrhoea  in  which 
both  the  inflammation  and  difcharge  were  remarkably 
great.  He  had  alfo  a  chordee  which  was  very  trouble- 
fome  at  night  when  in  bed.  In  order  to  cool  the  parts  and 
keep  them  clean,  he  had  a  frnall  bafon  of  milk  by  the  bed 
fide,  in  which,  when  the  chordee  was  troublefome,  he  got 
up  and  dipped  or  warned  the  penis.  This  operation  he 
frequently  repeated  in  the  night.  Under  fuch  com- 
plaints he  allowed  a  young  lady  to  fleep  with  him.  Her 
cuftom  was  to  have  a  bafon  of  tea  to  drink  in  the  morn- 
ing before  file  got  up,  but  unfortunately  for  the  lady,  fhe 
one  morning  drank  the  milk  inftead  of  the  tea.  She 
was  vomited,  but  not  till  more  than  eight  hours  after 
drinking  the  milk  and  water,  and  what  came  up  was 
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That  affection  of  the  eye  which  is  called 
venereal  Ophthalmy,  and  which  frequently 
terminates  in  blindnefs,  is  a  difeafe  concern- 
ing which  authors  have  certainly  fallen  into 
very  great  miftakes.  Swediaur,  a  writer  of 
fomeabilitv  in  other  in  (lances,  afcribes  theve- 
nereal  Ophthalmia  to  the  retro-puljion  of  a 
gonorrhcea.      This  acl:  of  retro-pulfion  is 

nothing  but  llime,  mucus,  or  water,  the  milk  being 
digefted.'"'  Particular  attention  was  paid  in  this  inftance 
for  many  months,  but  nothing  uncommon  happened. 
(Vide  Hunter's  Treatife,  p.  291.) 

This  is  preceded  by  the  cafe  of  a  boy,  who  ftole  a 
cup  of  milk  in  which  /hankers  had  been  warned,  and 
drank  it  with    impunity  ;    and    to   thefe   I    might  add  ^ 

a  cafe,  fimilar  in  feveral  refpecls,  but  in  which  the 
principal  fails  were  not  fo  precifely  afcertained.  I 
would  account  for  the  failure  of  infection  in  thefe 
cafes,  by  faying,  that  the  furfaces  over  which  the 
venereal  virus  had  to  pafs,  though  of  a  ftructure,  as  one 
would  fuppofe,  perfectly  well  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of 
infection,  were  furfaces  producing  copious  and  rapid  fe- 
cretions,  fo  that  no  particle  of  the  virus  could  find  a  reft- 
ing  place  any  where,  but  was  hurried  through  the  whole 
alimentary  canal,  and  at  length  evacuated  out  of  the 
body.  It  may  be  confidered  remarkable,  however,  that 
it  was  not  abforbed,  along  with  the  nutritious  parts  of 
the  food,  by  the  lacteals,  and  carried  into  the  blood  ;   a 
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not  to  be  underftood  ;  and  to  fave  the  dif- 
eafe  fo  long  and  circuitous  a  journey,  I 
fhould  rather  fuppofe  it  to  originate  in  a 
gonorrhoea  of  the  eye,  arifing  from  fome 
caufe  already  dated,  and  that  the  extreme 
delicacy  and  fenfibility  of  the  part  on  which 
the  venereal  virus  exerts  it's  action,  fub- 
jecls  the  patient  to  thofe  unhappy  confe- 
quences,  which  fometimes  take  place  before 
the  infectious  matter  can  be  diflodged  either 
fpontaneoufly  by  the  encreafed  difcharge, 
or  by  the  application  of  furgical  remedies. 
It  is  indeed  a  pojjible  thing  that  a  particle 
of  venereal  virus,  floating  at  large  in  the 


circumftance,  which  might  have  expofed  thefe  patients, 
at  lead  to  fimilar  evils,  with  thofe  which  arife  when  the 
virus  is  abforbed  in  the  common  way.  But  the  la£teals 
have  probably  a  difcriminating  quality  which  does  not 
belong  to  the  external  abforbents,  and  we  may  confider 
it  as  their  peculiar  character,  to  take  up  only  what  is 
beneficial  and  nutritious  to  the  body.  The  difcharge 
from  every  difeafed  part  being  excrementitious  in  it's 
nature,  there  can  be  little  improbability  in  the  conjecture, 
that  the  venereal  matter  was  rejected  by  the  la£teals  on 
tvhat  account. 
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circulating  fyftem,  may  be  depofited  on  the 
eye.  But  the  general  law  obferved  by  the 
difeafe,  in  the  progreflive  appearance  of 
the  feveral  fymptoms  which  diftinguifh  it, 
forbids  our  aflent  to  the  probability  of  fuch 
an  event  ever  happening. 


The  degree  of  virulence  ufually  ejiimated  by 
the  colour  of  the  difcharge  in  a  Go- 
norrhcea. 

It  is  a  prevailing  notion  with  patients,  and 
is  even  fan&ioned  by  the  declarations  of 
fome  writers  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  that 
the  degree  of  virulence  in  a  gonorrhoea  may 
be  decided  on  by  the  different  appearances 
of  the  difcharge  on  the  patient's  linen.  It  is 
fingular  that  this  (hould  have  been  fo  univer- 
fally  received  as  a  faft,  fmce  it  has  certainly 
no  foundation  in  truth.  The  various  hues 
of  a  gonorrheal  difcharge,  from  that  of  un- 
unchanged   mucus  to  a   deep   yellow,    or 
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green,  are  to  be  obferved  in  the  matter  flow- 
ing from  all  other  furfaces  that  have  a  mu- 
cous covering,  and  that  happen  to  be 
affecled  with  inflammation.  It  is  the  degree 
of  inflammation  only  that  is  afcertained  by 
the  greater  or  lefs  colour,  and  not  the  de- 
gree of  venereal  contamination.  The  hand- 
kerchief of  a  perfon  affected  with  catarrh 
will  exhibit  all  the  variety  of  appearances 
that  are  common  in  a  gonorrhoea,  and  no- 
thing is  more  frequent  than  for  gleets  of 
long  (landing,  where  there  is  decidedly  no 
infection  exifting,  to  vary  in  colour  accord- 
ing as  the  patient  happens  to  be  irregular  in 
diet,  coftive  in  his  body,  heated  by  too  much 
exercife,  or  affected  with  fymptoms  of  ge- 
neral inflammation  from  accidental  caufes. 
A  diminution  of  colour  in  a  gonorrhceal 
difcharge,  is  therefore  only  favourable,  info- 
much  as  it  evinces  a  diminution  of  the  in- 
flammation ;  and  thus  far  indeed  it  is  a 
change  of  a  very  defirable  nature,  and  much 
to  be  relied  on. 
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How  long   the  difcharge  of  a  Gonorrhcea 
remains  infectious  ? 

It  is  a  natural  tranfition  from  our  laft  fub- 
je£l  to  inquire,  how  long  the  running  of  a 
clap  remains  infectious  and  capable  of  com- 
municating the  difeafe  to  another  perfon. 
It  is  very  certain,  that  a  gonorrhceal  dif- 
charge lofes  the  power  of  infection  a  confi- 
derable  time  before  it  entirely  ceafes  ;  but, 
to  mark  the  precife  period  when  it  becomes 
bland  and  incapable  of  exciting  venereal 
inflammation  is  perhaps  impoflible. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe,  though  we  are 
accuftomed  to  confider  the  whole  of  the 
difcharge  venereal,  that  only  a  very  minute 
proportion  of  aftual  virus  exifts  in  it.  All 
the  organs  of  fecretion  in  the  affecied  part 
are  flimulated  to  aclion  by  the  firft.  particle 
received,  and  thefe  yield  an  abundance  of 
mucous  fluids,  which  mix  with,  and  carry 
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forward  the  venereal  matter,  nearly  as  faft  as 
it  is  formed.  A  popular  writer  on  this  fubject 
has  adduced  feveral  inftances  to  prove,  that 
the  power  of  infecting  may  remain  for  a 
long  time  without  the  party's  knowing  it,  or 
having  any  of  the  ufual  fymptoms.  The 
mod  fmgular  of  thefe,  is  the  cafe  of  a  Mag- 
dalen girl,  who  certainly  retained  the  power 
of  infecling,  though  apparently  cured  of 
her  difeafe,  during  the  whole  period  of  her 
refidence  in  that  humane  receptacle,  (which 
is  two  years)  and  gave  a  gonorrhoea  to  the 
firfl  man  who  had  a  connection  with  her. 
This  phcenomenon  is  accounted  for  by  fup- 
pofing  the  parts  of  generation  fo  habituat- 
ed to  the  venereal  irritation,  as  no  longer  to 
be  affecled  by  it,  or  to  exhibit  any  of  the 
ufual  appearances.  Thefe  facfs  (hew  the 
difficulty,  not  merely  of  afcertaining  when 
a  difcharge  ceafes  to  be  venereal,  but  even 
when  the  patient  has  wholly  got  rid  of  the 
power  of  infecling:  Nothing  indeed  but 
a&ual  experience  can  afcertain  it,  and  even 
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this  would  go  no  way  in  eftablifhing  a  rule 
in  other  inftances. 


Whether  infection  can  be  communicated  in 
the  interval  between  receiving  the  difeafe 
and  the  appearance  of  the  fymptoms  ? 

It  is  a  queftion  very  frequently  put  to 
furgeons,  and  a  queftion  often  of  very  great 
confequence,  whether,  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  contracting  and  appearance  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  a  connection  with  a 
found  woman  is  likely  to  prove  hurtful  to 
her.  Married  perfons  are  often  particularly 
interefted  in  this  enquiry,  in  which  how- 
ever little  more  can  be  faid,  than  that  thofe 
particles  of  virus  which  remain  latent  till 
the  difeafe  appears,  may  certainly  be  parti- 
cipated with  the  latter  woman,  and  thus  the 
infection  may  take  place.  Happily  however 
it  much  more  frequently  turns  out,  that  this 
accident  does  not  occur. 
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Whether  the  difeafe  can  be  transferred  to  an 
uninfected  per/on  ? 

It  is  the  moft  vulgar  of  all  errors,  and  in- 
deed prevalent  with  few  except  the  moft 
unlettered  of  the  people,. to  fuppofe,  that  a 
venereal  infection  can  be  got  rid  of  by  the 
patient's  having  a  connection  with  a  clean 
woman.  An  opinion  fo  prepoflerous  indeed 
would  hardly  warrant  a  moment's  investiga- 
tion, were  it  not  that  the  attempt  may  poffi- 
bly,  in  fome  accidental  inftance,  prevent  an 
experiment  equally  cruel,  bafe,  and  unavail- 
ing. It  is  hardly  neceflary  to  infill,  that,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  the  difeafe  will  be  communicated 
but  not  transferred  ;  and  that  an  injury  will 
be  inflicled  without  any  confequences  in 
favour  of  fo  monftrous  a  doctrine.  Women 
however  have  been  known  to  transfer  the 
feeds  of  the  difeafe,  from  themfelves  to  an- 
other, without  any  confcioufnefs  on  their 
part,  of  the  danger  they  have  thereby  ef- 


TRANSFERABLE.  37 

caped.  A  woman,  for  inftance,  who  has 
recently  received  particles  of  venereal  virus, 
may  have  them  completely  taken  away  by 
her  next  gallant,  and  thus  become  the  medi- 
um of  infection,  without  being  at  all  affected 
with  the  difeafe  herfelf.  This  circumflance 
is  capable  of  reconciling  many  inflances 
where  patients  are  puzzled  to  account  for 
their  being  infe&ed. 


Suppofed  remedies  for  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea xoithout  mercury. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that,  in  fome 
countries  where  the  Venereal  Difeafe  exifts, 
the  cure  of  it  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  not 
known.  It  follows  of  courfe  >  either  that 
thofe  who  get  the  difeafe  fall  victims  to  it, 
or  elfe  that  they  are  poffefTed  of  remedies 
equally  unknown  to  us,  by  which  they  ob- 
tain a  cure. 


38  CURE    WITHOUT 

The  American  Indians  are  faid  to  be  pof- 
feffed,  not  of  one,  but  of  many  remedies  for 
this  purpofe.  The  natives  of  the  Sandwich 
and  other  iflands  in  the  South  Seas,  to  whom 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  has  long  been  familiar, 
alfo  have  methods  of  curing  it  to  which 
Europeans  are  ftrangers,  and  which  it  would 
be  very  defirable  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of. 
An  ingenious  gentleman  of  the  medical 
profeflion  who  vifited  that  part  of  the  world, 
and  who  had  unfortunately  contracted  a 
gonorrhoea,  made  a  very  laudable  attempt 
to  get  fome  information  on  the  fubject.  from 
the  natives,  and  with  a  view  of  doing  it,  as 
he  thought,  in  the  moil  effectual  manner,  he 
defired  to  become  the  patient  of  one  of  their 
priefts,  who,  by  the  way,  are  the  only  perr 
fons  there  who  adminifter  medicine.  The 
refult  of  his  application  however  was  by  no 
means  fuccefsful ;  nor  could  the  wary  practi- 
tioner, whofe  art  abounded  with  my  fteries  and 
fecrets,  be  prevailed  on  to  communicate  any 
thing  worthy  of  notice.     On  that  occafion. 
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certain  herbs  were  directed  to  be  boiled,  and 
the  fteam  received  on  the  parts  affected,  by 
the  patient's  fitting  on  the  veffel.  This,  it 
feems,  is  their  common  treatment,  and  it  is 
very  reconcileable  to  our  own  ideas  of  the 
cure  of  a  gonorrhcza,  where  any  means  of 
abating  it's  inflammatory  ftate  are  worthy 
of  being  adopted.  But  we  are  ftill  to  learn 
the  internal  medicine  which  they  mull  of 
neceflity  employ  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal 
lues. 

Much  has  been  faid,  by  ancient  writers, 
of  certain  remedies  with  which  the  vegeta- 
ble kingdom  fupplies  us,  for  the  cure  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe.  Thefe  are  guaicum,  far- 
faparilla,  china,  bardana,  aconitum,  cicuta, 
mezereon,  &c.  But  the  ample  trials  they 
have  undergone,  have  defervedly  brought 
them  into  difefteem  when  employed  as  fpe- 
fics  for  the  true  lues ;  though  their  effecls, 
as   co-operants  with  mercury,  in  fpurious 
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and  mixed  cafes,  are  certainly  to  be  com- 
mended. 


Among  other  remedies  that  have  lately 
had  an  extenfive  trial  is  Opium  ;  and  I  fear 
it  has  been  at  the  expence  of  fome  lives, 
that  we  have  acquired  the  knowledge  of  it's 
abfolute  inefficacy  as  an  antivenereal,  though 
it  is,  no  doubt,  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  mer- 
cury. The  root  of  the  ajlragalus  excapus 
has  alfo  been  tried  in  Germany,  and  fome 
accounts  are  given  of  it's  ufes,  but  the  fuc- 
cefs  which  attended  thefe  experiments  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  fufficiently  uniform 
to  entitle  this  remedy  to  a  larger  (hare  of 
our  confidence  than  others  of  the  vegetable 
clafs  whofe  merits  are  already  decided  on. 


Whether  all  the  preparations  of  Mercury  be 
equally  effectual  in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe? 

As  the  preparations  of  mercury  are  ex- 
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ceedingly  numerous  and  thefe  exhibited  by 
practitioners  with  very  little  regard  to  pre- 
ference, it  fliould  feem  as  if  the  cure  of  the 
difeafe  did  not  depend  upon  any  particular 
fele&ion.  It  is  fuppofed,  and  perhaps  juftly, 
that  if  mercury  can  be  made  to  enter  the 
fyftem,  it  is  neither  material  by  what  paf- 
fage  or  under  what  particular  form  ;  and  in- 
deed experience  has  tended  to  convince  us, 
that  the  difeafe  may  be  cured,  by  almoft 
any  of  the  preparations  in  common  ufe. 

Mercury  is  compounded  by  triture  with 
honey,  fugar,  mucilages,  and  gums  and  re- 
fins  of  various  kinds,  and  thefe  are,  upon 
the  whole,  preferable  to  the  preparations 
made  of  it  by  chemical  procefs.  Of  this 
latter  fort  are  the  various  combinations  with 
the  nitrous,  marine,  vitriolic  and  acetous 
acids.  It  is  alfo  prepared  by  triture  with 
alcaline  earths,  which  form  a  very  eligible 
remedy  ;  with  fulphur,  in  which  it's  fpecific 
qualities  are  in  a   great  meafurelofl;  and 
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laftly,  with  fatty  fubftances,  in  which  form 
it  is  employed  for  external  frictions. 

Befides  thefe  there  are  preparations  of 
mercury  per  fe,  which  are,  I  believe  juftly, 
preferred  by  many  practitioners.  Mercury 
calcined  by  a  flow  and  long  continued  heat  is 
of  this  kind  ;  and  it  is  on  that,  on  the  prepa- 
ration by  triture  with  calcareous  earth,  and 
on  the  fimple  preparations  with  faccharine 
or  mucilaginous  fubftances,  that  we  ought  to 
place  our  chief  dependence  when  mercury 
is  to  be  taken  internally.  Thefe  are  free 
from  that  immediate  activity  which  diftin- 
guifhes  the  combinations  of  mercury  with 
the  various  acids,  and  from  which  nothing 
is  added  to  the  fpecific  excellence  of  the 
remedy,  but  much  to  it's  power  of  difturbing 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines. 

The  employment  however  of  mercury  in 
the  marine  acid  has  had  many  defenders, 
and  no  one  can  hefitate  to  confider  it  as  a  moll 
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ufeful  preparation  in  particular  fituations  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe.  There  is  no  prepara- 
tion whofe  powers,  generally  fpeaking,  more 
effectually  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe ;  but  it's  power  of deftroy- 
ing  the  virus  in  the  conftitution,  or,  in  other 
language,  of  eradicating  the  difeafe  itfelf, 
have  been  called  in  queftion  with  very  great 
appearance  of  juftice  *. 

The  following  cafe  however  will  fhew, 
that  our  doubts  concerning  it's  anti-fyphili- 
tic  qualities  mould  not  obtain  in  all  poflible 
inftances;  and  it  will  at  the  fame  time  evince, 
what  is  the  principal  object  of  this  feclion, 
that  all  the  preparations  of  mercury  are  not 
of  equal  efficacy  in  all  inftances. 

An  elderly  gentleman,  very   corpulent, 
and  of  what  is  called  a  fcorbutic  habit,  had 

*  Sir  John  Pringle,  who  had  great  experience  of  this 
remedy,  denied  it's  power  of  radically  curing  the  lues  ve- 
nerea. 
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a  confiderable  (hanker  on  the  edge  of  the 
prepuce.    He  rubbed  in  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  mercurial  ointment  to  produce  a  very 
confiderable  forenefs  in  the  mouth,  which 
was  kept  up  for  near  three  weeks,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  the  (hanker  was  nearly  as  bad 
as  at  firft.      As  he  was  unable  to  endure  the 
forenefs  of  his  mouth  any  longer,  and  was 
compelled  to  take  a  journey  into  the  coun- 
try, I  directed  him  to  difcontinue  the  mer- 
curial friclions  entirely.     He  returned  at  the 
end  of  a  fortnight,  but  with  the  (hanker  in 
the  fame  (late  as  at  firft,  notwithstanding  the 
topical  ufe  of  mercurial  remedies  to  it ;  and 
as  the  inunctions  formerly  ufed  had  had  fo 
little  good  effecl,  he  was  directed  to  take  the 
muriated  mercury  in  fuch  dofes  as  did  not 
difagree  with  the  ftomach.     In  a  week  after 
this  courfe  commenced  the  (hanker  began 
to  heal ;  in  three  weeks  it  wholly  difappear- 
ed ;  and,  after  a  little  longer  continuance  of 
ihe  remedy,  he  was  perfectly  cured. 
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This  inftance  is  fele&ed  out  of  many  that 
might  be  produced,  and  is  preferred  on  ac- 
count of  the  flriking  inequality  which  many 
will  be  difpofed  to  attribute  to  the  powers 
of  the  two  preparations  employed  ;  the  mer- 
curial friclions  being  ufually  deemed  the 
moft,  and  the  muriated  mercury  internally 
the  leaft  to  be  depended  on,  in  cafes  where 
the  fpecific  aftion  of  mercury  on  the  confti- 
tution  is  fo  obvioufly  demanded. 

Were  the  different  preparations  of  mercu- 
ry to  be  put  down  in  the  order  of  their 
feveral  merits,  perhaps  the  following  would 
be  a  juft  eftimate  of  them  : 

Preparations  of  mercury  by  calcination. 

Preparations  by  triture  with  alkaline 
earths. 

Preparations  by  triture  with  faccharine  or 
mucilaginous  fubftances. 

Preparations  with  vegetable  acid. 

Precipitate  of  calomel  with  volatile  alkali, 
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Muriated  mercury. 
Calomel. 

There  is  certainly  no  mode  of  employing 
mercury  equal  to  that  of  rubbing  it  into 
the  fkin,  but  as  even  that  will  fometimes 
prove  ineffectual,  we  mull  have  recourfe  to 
fome  one  or  other  of  the  preparations  for 
internal  ufe.  Mercury  will  fometimes  enter 
the  fyftem  by  the  abforbents  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal  when  thofe  of  the  fkin  are  dif- 
inclined  to  it's  reception,  and  as  experi- 
ence feems  to  fpeak  in  behalf  of  it's  molt  un- 
combined  and  unaltered  flate,  thofe  prepa- 
rations which  confift  only  of  a  minute  divifion 
of  it's  parts,  are  certainly  deferving  of  the 
firft  trial.  Thefe  however  will  occafionally 
fail,  and  in  that  cafe,  recourfe  muft  be  had 
to  fome  other;  and  it  will  be  found,  that 
fuch  trials  will  very  frequently  and  unex- 
pectedly fucceed. 
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life  and  fecurity  of  Prophylaxies. 

In  enquiring  whether  there  is  any  injury 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  ufe  of  prophy- 
lactics, we  are  to  take  for  granted,  that  re- 
medies of  this  kind  really  exift ;  though  in 
the  courfe  of  my  practice,  I  can  take  upon 
upon  me  to  affert,  that  there  is  not  a  fingle 
advertifed  compound  of  this  fort,  that  has 
not  in  fome  inftance  or  other  proved  a  de- 
ception. However,  whether  remedies  of 
this  clafs  are  or  are  not  to  be  depended  upon 
in  the  way  of  preventing  venereal  infeclion, 
there  is  a  fa6r.  of  which  all  who  are  credu- 
lous enough  to  employ  them  ought  to  be 
apprifed  ;  namely,  that  they  deftroy  the  fen- 
Jib  Hi ty  of  the  parts  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied, and  by  a  free  repetition,  inevitably 
produce  effects,  equally  fatal  to  enjoyment 
and  procreation.  From  a  prefent  fecurity 
purchafed  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  who  is  there 
that  will  not  turn  with  horror  and  repug- 
nance ? 

THE      END. 
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